Brief comments in reply to comments of the Southern California Repeater & 
Remote Base Association to the FCC in the matter of Biennial Regulatory 
Review -- Amendment of Part 97 of the Commission's Amateur Service Rules 


The Jet Propulsion Laboratory Amateur Radio Club (JPLARC) applauds the recent actions taken by the 
Southern California Repeater & Remote Base Association (SCRRBA) to help relieve the tremendous 
backlog of pending new requests for coordination for frequency spectrum under their cognizance. 
However, given its abysmal track record over the last decade of failing to perform frequency coordination 
as defined in FCC Part 97.3a21, the JPLARC must object to SCRRBA's proposed rule changes regarding 
frequency coordination. The JPLARC finds insufficient safeguards against neglect and abuse by 
frequency coordinators in SCRRBA's proposals to be able to support them. 


The opening commentary in SCRRBA's comments address public service communications conducted on 
systems coordinated by it. However, we have personally witnessed situations where emergency and public 
service communications carried on an uncoordinated repeater was willfully interfered with by a control 
operator of a coordinated repeater on the same frequency. This happens as a result of the so-called 
"coordinee" obtaining a sense of frequency ownership as a result of SCRRBA's overly conservative 
policies in regards to spectrum reuse. The trustee of the coordinated system then configures his or her 
system in such a manner as to create an interference situation on the frequency and blames the 
uncoordinated repeater for the interference, when in fact the uncoordinated repeater had been operating 
for months, and sometimes years, without causing any interference. In addition, these policies result in 
the creation of an effective monetary value for every SCRRBA frequency coordination, which is contrary 
to the spirit and purpose of amateur radio as set forth in the Part 97 Rules & Regulations. 


A common perception among some VHF/UHF enthusiasts in the Southern California area is that 
SCRRBA "exists to provide 'Cactus' with frequencies" ("Cactus" refers to the Cactus Radio Club, a multi- 
repeater, wide-coverage private repeater system operating in the 70 cm amateur band). While the 
JPLARC does not believe this to be true, it does illustrate the distrust amateur operators in the area have 
against SCRRBA. 


It is the sincere desire of the JPLARC that the frequency coordinators of the country unite through a 
national unifying organization such as the NFCC, and that standards of performance that all coordinators 
can be held accountable to are developed and enforced. Once these systems are in place and working, the 
JPLARC feels that then will be the proper time to give the coordinators the regulatory power they seek. 


Respectfully submitted by Robert Dengler, NO6B 
President, Jet Propulsion Laboratory Amateur Radio Club 


